Close Reading

Grade Level: 3-5

Objective: | can use a primary source to determine the purpose and notice
features and language used by the author to think thoughtfully and
methodically about the details in the text and why they were used.

Common Core: Language Arts: CCSS:ELA — Literacy. RI.3.2 - 5.2; RI.3.3
-5.3;RI.3.4-54

Choose one of the historic letters or notices from the Office of the Village
Clerk of Mount Prospect. Distribute a copy to each student.

Students should read the letter silently to themselves. They should circle
unfamiliar words.

After reading, give the students two to three minutes to pair and share what
they think the letter is about.

Next the teacher should read the letter out loud. Students should follow
along on their own copies.

Then the teacher asks guiding questions to facilitate understanding of the
text.

Finally students should rewrite the letter in their own words based on this
understanding.
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