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The unassuming brick and mustard-
colored structure on the east side of 
Route 83 at East Highland Street has 
housed the local Moose Lodge since 
1983, but it played an even more vital 
role in the Mount Prospect of the 
1950s, 60s and 70s when it was the 
headquarters of VFW Post 1337. 

Local World War II veterans (with 
the help of a few World War I vets) 
constructed the clubhouse themselves 
between 1949 and 1950. The local 
Post had been chartered in 1925 and 
originally met in a farmhouse at 51 
N. Wille Street, which has since been 
torn down. In the 1920s this meeting 
place was on the outskirts of town; 
there is even an advertisement in The 
Herald for a trap shooting event at the 
Post in 1927. Then, in 1933 they 
moved to the old John Katz 
farmhouse at the corner of Elmhurst 
Avenue and Memory Lane, which 
burned in 1975. 

Over the years Post 1337 contributed 
to the community, donating elm trees 
to be planted along Main Street and 

flagpoles and even a trench mortar 
from World War I to be placed in 
front of Village Hall. 

But when there was a fresh influx of 
former GIs from the Second World 
War, Post 1337 realized that they 
needed a larger clubhouse. 
Fortunately, property at 601 N. Main 
Street was donated, purportedly by a 
member of the Busse family (but 
since we can’t currently access 
Torrens records in the County 
Building, we can’t be sure which 
one). The property included the large 
parcel we see today, as well as the 
land which now holds the water tanks 
of the Illinois American Water 
Company. The VFW donated a 
portion of their land for that public 
interest purpose in 1964. 

Veterans from both wars worked on 
the new structure for a full year. 
“Everyone pitched in their skills,” 
according to Bob McKillop who 
served in the Air Force during both 
Korea and Vietnam.   

“Members wanted the interior to tie 
in with the Tudor-style décor in 
downtown Mount Prospect, so they 
designed the bar with a Tudor look.  
The beautiful, elaborate bar features 
curved wood and railings, built by 

VFW members. The members also 
used pulleys and hoists to place the 
distinctive roof beams – done like an 
Amish barn-raising! Outdoors the 
building was designed so the front 
would blend in with the houses 
farther south on Main Street, because 
the veterans did not want the VFW to 
look like a commercial building,” 
McKillop continued.  

“The WWI and WWII guys worked 
together on the project. They were 
committed to building their own 
home in town, so they didn’t refuse to 
do anything, 
And, there 
were so many 
of them. 
Twenty 
percent of the 
population 
had served,” 
he added. 

It is important 
to remember 
that when 
they were 
constructing 
the clubhouse, 
this was very 
much the edge 
(Continued on page 3) 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE DIRECTOR 

Hello readers! My name is Emily Dattilo and I 
am the new Director of the Mount Prospect 
Historical Society. I have been working, 
volunteering, and interning in museums across 
Northern Illinois and Wisconsin for years, and 
most recently I was a Museum Educator at 
Naper Settlement in Naperville. My new role 
as Director is especially meaningful to me 
because Mount Prospect is my hometown. 
Now I have the opportunity to care for and 
share the history of my own community. It is a 
rare privilege to be able to serve my 
community in this way.  
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has made for an 
extra challenging start to my time at MPHS. 
With three new staff members we’ve been 
adjusting to not just a new workplace, but the 
“new normal” of social interactions. We’ve 
moved our desks to socially distant locations, 

increased office cleaning, and are wearing 
masks while working. Networking, when 
possible, has been strange too. Awkward 
waves have replaced hearty handshakes, and 
it’s much more challenging to remember faces 
when you only see eyes and eyebrows. While 
many things are unknown right now, know 
that all of us at the MPHS are doing our best 
to continue sharing local history with you in 
new ways.  
 
However much life has changed in 2020, 
nothing has changed my excitement over 
diving deeper into local history. Even though 
I’ve lived in Mount Prospect my entire life, 
each day here has brought a new, sometimes 
surprising, insight into my town’s past. I’m 
enjoying learning more about my community.  
 
 

I look forward to meeting you all in person 
one day. Say hello if you see me in the 
neighborhood!  
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Tom Groenwald, Bookkeeper 

Pets: Currently no, but used to have 
dogs 

Kids: Two kids, all grown up and 
living in the surrounding Chicago 
suburbs 

Favorite Place in MP: Lou Malnati’s 
Pizza 

Favorite Historical Topic: The Wild 
West 

Favorite Book: Never had time for a favorite 
book until retirement! 

Favorite Movie or TV Show: “Hoosiers” or 
“Remember the Titans” are my favorite 
movies and “Chicago PD” is my favorite TV 
Show 

Favorite Pizza Topping: Black olives 

 

Amanda Marcus, Office Manager 

Pets: Two cats and two guinea pigs 

Kids: Four kids between the ages of five and 
twelve 

Favorite Place in MP: Oberweis with my kids 

because it is the only local ice cream 
establishment we can go to due to one of my 
children having food allergies. My husband 
and I also frequent a Korean BBQ restaurant 
named Chung Kiwa. The service and 
hospitality there cannot be beat. 

Favorite Historical Topic: Anne Frank and the 
World War II era. I wouldn’t say it is my 
“favorite” time period to learn about because 
so many awful things happened during that 
time, but having that knowledge should serve 
as a reminder of what the world should never 
allow to happen again. Both sets of my 
grandparents were interned during WWII 
because they were Japanese Americans so I 
spent many years listening to their WWII 
experiences.  

Favorite Book: I read all of the time but I don’t 
have a favorite book/series. A couple of my 
favorites from this year were “Me Before You” 
and “We Were the Lucky Ones.”  

Favorite Movie or TV Show: “Grey’s Anatomy” 
and “This Is Us.” I am usually at least a season 
behind though! 

Favorite Pizza Topping: Any vegetables 

 

Emily Dattilo, Director 

Pets: One adorable Golden Retriever 

Kids: None 

Favorite Place in MP: Central Continental 
Bakery. I love their sugar cookies and paczki! 

Favorite Historical Topic: Fashion history. I’m 
endlessly fascinated by what people have worn 
in different time periods and the underlying 
significance behind those choices. 

Favorite Book: “Pride and Prejudice” by Jane 
Austen 

Favorite Movie or TV Show: “Downton Abbey” 

Favorite Pizza Topping: Sausage  

 

GET TO KNOW THE NEW STAFF 

Emily Dattilo 

Director 
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of town. Randhurst had not yet been 
built. The VFW clubhouse was one of 
Mount Prospect’s only community 
gathering places!   

On the nights of VFW meetings (which 
often attracted 40-50 members at a 
time), only VFW members were 
welcome at the Hall, but other nights it 
was open to the public.  The back room 
had a small stage which was used for 
amateur shows and bands hired for 
dances. The Hall was rented for 
weddings (including the 1955 wedding 
of Wayne Busse and Grace Rapp), 
banquets, birthday parties, high school 
parties and much more. The veterans 
used the space for Memorial Day and 
Veterans Day gatherings, bingo games, 
fund-raising dinners and much more. 

The kitchen is in the basement and next 
to it there was a small room with a 
fireplace which was used for small VFW 
meetings. Often, they didn’t want to 
spend the money to stoke up the boiler 
for heat, McKillop recalled. 

The VFW Women’s Auxiliary played a 
pivotal role in running and maintaining 
the VFW Hall. They were the “unsung 
heroes” who held fish frys, picnics, 
dinners, bake sales and more and largely 
carried the VFW Hall’s maintenance 
costs for many years.  

And whenever the Hall needed 
maintenance, members stepped up.  
McKillop remembers 30 guys showing 
up to scrape and paint the Hall’s exterior 
when necessary. 

Mount Prospect Trustee 
Mike Zadel managed the 
Hall from 1972 to 1974. He 
was only in his 20s at the 
time and had never served 
in the Armed Forces, but he 
worked 12 hours a day, 
seven days a week.  

In those days the World 
War I and II veterans were 
passing away or becoming 
less active, so the VFW 
couldn’t get enough 
volunteers to run the place 
and had to hire outside 
management. The veterans 
continued to host 

fundraisers like the Friday fish frys and 
Tuesday bingo, but leased the building to 
others for the day-to-day operations. The 
lessees served refreshments and bar 
food. The lessees supplemented their 
income by renting the back room for 
parties (including the 25th anniversary 
party of Mayor Bob Teichert and his 
wife, Alice, in the mid-1970s), small 
weddings, quinceañeras, funeral lunches 
etc.  

At that time there were no women 
members, but men from outside the 
VFW ranks were permitted to join as 
social members for $15 per year. 

The bar attracted between seven and 20 
people most nights, but Friday nights 
were busy, attracting 40 to 45 people. 
“The social members kept it going in 
those days,” Zadel said. 

In early 1983 the VFW sold the building 
to Moose Lodge 660, but they returned 
twice a month for meetings until they 
found a different meeting place.   

The VFW has recently chosen to hold 
their meetings back at their former home 
at the current Moose Lodge. 

 

(Continued from page 1) 
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To see additional VFW-
related photos, visit 
www.mtphist.org. 

To view this year's Veteran's Day 
ceremony live, tune in at 10 a.m., 
November 11 to the Village web-
site or Channel 17 on Comcast or 

WOW or for delayed viewing 
visit the Village of Mount 

Prospect's YouTube channel. 
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Pandemic 2020 Moments 

Who will tell Mount Prospect’s story of 
the Pandemic? The Mount Prospect 
Historical Society (MPHS) in 
partnership with the Village of Mount 
Prospect Community Engagement 
Committee and the Mount Prospect 
Public Library have begun a project to 
collect our residents’ memories and 
stories of this time in history. Residents 
and others associated with Mount 
Prospect are encouraged to submit essays, 
photos, videos, poems, oral history or 
other items through the MPHS website. 
Much is being recorded by national news 
sources and others; however, we want to 
create a legacy for future residents to 
know how Mount Prospect residents 
specifically lived during this challenging 
time. Please consider contributing to this 
important archive. 

 

 

 

 

Neighborhood Walking Tours 

The Mount Prospect Historical Society 
introduced five downloadable 
neighborhood walking tours this year to 
entertain those who are increasingly 
walking and bicycling through town. Get 
some exercise and learn more about 
Mount Prospect!  And wear a newly 
designed inspirational MPHS t-shirt to 
show your pride in Mount Prospect. 
Download the tours and buy a t-shirt on 
our website. 

 

 

Coming Soon! 2020 Holiday 
Housewalk: Dollhouse Edition  

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Mount Prospect Historical Society will 
replace its annual Housewalk this year 
with in-depth video tours of six furnished 
historic dollhouses -- five from its 
collection and one owned by a Mount 
Prospect resident. The video tour will be 
available via the Society's website. This 
fund-raiser will be available during 
December and January for a charge of 
$10, payable through PayPal. Pass the 
word to dollhouse lovers everywhere 
since THIS Housewalk can be accessed 
from anywhere the internet reaches! 


